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Response to Arsuments 
Claims 51-84, 85-88 are pending in this application. 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 51-84, 85-88 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 51-84 and 85-88 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by Ginzboorg 
et al. (hereinafter Ginzboorg, US 6,240, 091 Bl). 

As per claim 51, Ginzboorg discloses a method of generating charging data (fig. 7b) 
relating to the use made of connections over a permanently activated communications netw^ork 
link w^hich connections involve at least one client/server relationship and w^hich are arranged to 
enable information to be passed between a computer system operated by a user and a computer 
system arranged to provide the user with content over said permanently activated 
communications network link (Abstract, fig. 1-3B), the method comprising: 

a) monitoring changes in the state of at least one logical connection between the 
computer system operated by the user and the computer system arranged to provide the 
user with content, said at least one logical cormection being an internet socket defined by 
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IP address and a transport protocol port number, and wherein use of the at least one 
logical connection provides said content to said user (col. 8 L5-56, fig. 5, col. 10 LS-SO, 
col. 18L10-14); 

b) creating data whenever the use of the permanently activated communications 
network link causes at least one of said monitored logical connections being the internet 
socket defined by the IP address and the transport protocol port number to change its 
state by being generated or terminated (col. 8 L5-56, fig. 5, col. 1 1 LI 5-59); 

c) recording said data created in response to the changes detected by the 
monitoring (col. 8 L5-56, col. 11 L15-59); and 

d) generating charging data on the basis of the recorded data (col. 11 LI 5 to col. 12 
L29 and fig. 7b) . 

As per claim 52, Ginzboorg discloses the process wherein the permanently activated 
communications network link is an xDSL digital subscriber line (col. 2 L24-40). 

As per claim 53, Ginzboorg discloses the process wherein the permanently activated 
communications network link is an asymmetric digital subscriber line (col. 1 L35 to col. 2 L40). 

As per claim 54, Ginzboorg discloses a method of generating charging data (fig. 7b) 
relating to the use made of connections over a permanently activated communications network 
link which connections involve at least one client/server relationship and which are arranged to 
enable information to be passed between a computer system operated by a user and a computer 
system arranged to provide the user with content over said permanently activated 
conmiunications network link, the method comprising: 
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a) monitoring changes in the state of at least one logical connection between the 
computer system operated by the user and the computer system arranged to provide the 
user with content, said at least one logical connection being defined by at least one client 
network layer address, a client transport layer address, a server network layer address and 
a server transport layer address, and wherein use of the at least one logical connection 
provides said content to said user (col 8 L5-56, fig. 5, col. 10 L5-30, col. 17 L65 to col. 
18L13); 

b) creating data when the use of the permanently activated communications 
network link causes at least one of said monitored logical connections to change its state 
by being generated or terminated (col. 8 L5-56, fig. 5, col. 1 1 LI 5-59); 

c) recording said data created in response to at least one event detected by the 
monitoring (col. 8 L5-56, col. 1 1 LI 5-59); and 

d) generating charging data on the basis of the recorded data; wherein the use of 
said logical connection comprises the use of a plurality of socket connections, and 
wherein in said step of recording data a record of number of all socket connections 
established and terminated is determined (col. 1 1 L15 to col. 12 L29 and fig. 7b, col. 17 
LI 9-25 col. 18 L3- 14, col. 21 L35-40: note that every invocation of the service request 
invokes the socket connection for fulfilling the request). 

As per claim 55, Ginzboorg discloses the process wherein said plurality of socket 
connections are at least partially contemporaneous and relate to same client/server relationship 
(fig. l-3b: plurality of service requests creates plurality of socket connections with respect to 
same system, i.e. same client/server relationship). 
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As per claim 56, Ginzboorg discloses the process wherein the information is passed via a 
computer system arranged to provide the user with access to the computer system arranged to 
provide content to the user, and wherein the computer system arranged to provide access to the 
user acts as a proxy client and a proxy server (fig. 1-fig. 3d). 

As per claim 57, Ginzboorg discloses the process wherein the charging data are generated 
by the computer system arranged to provide the user with access (col. 1 1 L30 to col. 12 L30 and 
fig 3d: a billing server associated with the access server). 

As per claim 58, Ginzboorg discloses the process wherein a monitored logical connection 
comprises at least one socket connection created between the computer system arranged to 
provide access to the user acting as proxy server and the computer system operated by the user 
acting as a client (fig 5 and col. 1 1 L30-39). 

As per claim 64, Ginzboorg discloses the process wherein the recorded data comprises a 
record of a period of time relating to the changes (col. 14 L36 to col. 15 L39: i.e. it records the 
starting time when the start message is sent and ending time when the close message is sent). 

As per claim 67, Ginzboorg discloses a method of generating charging data relating to the 
use made of cormections over a permanently activated communications network link which 
connections involve at least one client/server relationship and which are arranged to enable 
information to be passed between a computer system operated by a user and a computer system 
arranged to provide the user with content over said permanently activated communications 
network link, the method comprising: 

a) monitoring changes in the state of at least one logical connection between the 

computer system operated by the user and the computer system arranged to provide the 
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user with content, said at least one logical connection being defined by at least one client 
network layer address, a client transport layer address, a server network layer address and 
a server transport layer address, and wherein use of the at least one logical connection 
provides said content to said user (col. 8 L5-56, fig. 5, col. 10 L5-30, col. 17 L65 to col. 
18L13); 

b) creating data when the use of the permanently activated communications 
network link causes at least one of said monitored logical connections to change its state 
by being generated or terminated (col. 8 L5-56, fig. 5, col. 1 1 LI 5-59); 

c) recording said data created in response to at least one event detected by the 
monitoring (col. 8 L5-56, col. 11 L15-59); and 

d) generating charging data on the basis of the recorded data; wherein at least one 
logical connection is selected fi-om a group consisting of: a transmission control protocol 
socket connection, a user datagram protocol socket connection and an Internet protocol 
socket connection (i.e. charging data is generated based on a user connecting to the 
Internet using the Internet protocol connection, or user using the tcp connection, or user 
using the udp protocol col. 1 1 LI 5 to col. 12 L29: tcp connection, fig. 7b: charging data, 
col. 21 L35-40, col. 2 L60-67, col. 19 L64 to col. 20 L6: a connectionless network, UDP 
connection, col. 4 L8-15: Internet connection). 

As per claim 68, Ginzboorg discloses a method of generating charging data relating to the 
use made of connections over a permanently activated communications network link which 
connections involve at least one client/server relationship and which are arranged to enable 
information to be passed between a computer system operated by a user and a computer system 



Application/Control Number: 09/868,245 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2151 

arranged to provide the user with content over said permanently activated communications 
network link, the method comprising: 

a) monitoring changes in the state of at least one logical connection between the 
computer system operated by the user and the computer system arranged to provide the 
user with content, said at least one logical connection being defined by at least one client 
network layer address, a client transport layer address, a server network layer address and 
a server transport layer address, and wherein use of the at least one logical connection 
provides said content to said user (col. 8 L5-56, fig. 5, col. 10 L5-30, col. 17 L65 to col. 
18L13); 

b) creating data when the use of the permanently activated communications 
network link causes at least one of said monitored logical connections to change its state 
by being generated or terminated (col. 8 L5-56, fig. 5, col. 1 1 LI 5-59); 

c) recording said data created in response to at least one event detected by the 
monitoring (col. 8 L5-56, col. 1 1 LI 5-59); and 

d) generating charging data on the basis of the recorded data; wherein the recorded 
data comprises a record of information extracted from at least one header associated with 
information passing between the computer system arranged to provide content to the user 
and the computer system operated by the user during a subsistence of the plurality of 
connections (col. 1 1 L15 to col. 12 L29, col, 14 L36 to col. 15 L39 and fig. 7b, col. 21 
L35-40). 

As per claim 69, Ginzboorg discloses the process wherein said at least one header is 
selected from a group consisting of: all transmission control protocol/Internet protocol network 
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layer headers, all transmission control protocol/Internet protocol layer headers and all 
transmission control protocol/Internet protocol application layer headers (col. 11 LI 5 to col. 12 
L29 and fig. 7b, col. 21 L35-40 and fig. 8 and col. 15 L35-40: IP packages includes this headers). 

As per claims 59-63, 65-66, 70-84, 86-88, they do not teach or further define over the 
limitations in claims 51-58, 64, and 67-69. Therefore claims 59-63, 65-66, 70-84, 86-88 are 
rejected for the same reasons as set forth in claims 51-58, 64, 67-69. 

Additional References 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Internet Traffic Analysis Tool: Shorey et al., US 7,065,482 B2. 

b. Secure Network Proxy for connection entities: Green et al, US 6,003,084. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event. 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KAMAL B. DIVECHA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5863. The examiner can normally be reached on Increased Flex Work Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zami Maung can be reached on 571-272-3939. The fax phone nimiber for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. ~ 



Kamal Divecha 
Art Unit 2151 
September 26, 2006. 
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